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HSU faculty protest for more CSU funding
Sara Watson Arthurs The Times-Standard

ARCATA -- The California State University system will only get more
funding from the state if CSU administrators demand it, Humboldt
State University union chapter president Robin Meiggs said Monday.

Meiggs, president of HSU's chapter of the California Faculty
Association, was one of several speakers at a protest outside the
campus library Monday afternoon. She said the CSU has suffered too
many cuts in recent years and needs its funding restored.

Faculty, non-teaching staff and students all participated in the rally.
The crowd of supporters and onlookers, some holding protest signs,
some merely listening, totaled close to 100 people.

Similar protests are taking place at the other 22 CSU campuses this
week, Meiggs said.

Anne Paulet, chairwoman of the history department, said salaries
haven't kept up with the high cost of housing locally.

Student Terra Rentz said the CSU gave administrators pay raises with
funds that could have been used to create more class sections, making
it easier for students to graduate on time.

Of the CSU trustees, Rentz said, ÒThey work for us -- students, faculty
and staff.Ó



English lecturer Barbara Goldberg said student support programs have
suffered cuts and need to be rebuilt in order for students to succeed.

Mark Larson, chairman of the journalism and mass
Advertisement
communication department, said the faculty pay schedule includes
Òhuge inequities.Ó

Milt Boyd, chairman of the biology department, said offering salaries
lower than at other universities means HSU can't attract good
candidates. In a brief interview after the rally, Boyd said his
department recently offered a job to an potential professor. She was
offered $12,000 more in annual salary plus $100,000 to create a lab at
another university, and turned HSU down, he said.

Early retirement and the jobs of part-time faculty were also discussed.
Meiggs said the purpose of Monday's event was to encourage HSU
President Rollin Richmond, as HSU's liaison to the CSU trustees, to
advocate for more funding. The 23-campus CSU system is based in
Long Beach.

ÓDr. Richmond, take our funding message forward,Ó Meiggs said.

A petition was circulating at the rally which Meiggs said would be
presented to Richmond later this week.


