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President’s Message
It is with deep pride and a profound sense of responsibility and honor that I write to you as the 
president of the California Faculty Association. Welcome to our union. Whether you are a lecturer 
or tenure-line faculty member, counselor, librarian, or coach, you being here matters.

I first joined CFA in 2001. Like many of you, I was drawn to our labor union because I care deeply 
about my students, my colleagues, and the broader public mission of education. Grounded in 
social justice unionism, CFA gave me a venue to act on those values. Through CFA, I found a 
community rooted in the belief that our working conditions are inextricably linked to our students’ 
learning conditions. The fight for fair compensation, job security, just working conditions, and 
academic freedom is also a fight for access, equity, and justice in higher education. Our union 
also understands that the social and political issues affecting our communities are not separate 
from our academic mission. That’s why CFA organizes not only around labor rights, but also 
around the broader social conditions that affect us all.

My own path to CFA leadership has been shaped by my lived experience as a woman of color in 
higher education. I am cognizant of the CFA unionists that came before me, the struggles they 
endured, and the doors they tore down and broke through for me to be the first Xicana president 
of CFA. That is why, in spaces where our voices have historically been marginalized, CFA has been 
intentional about building power through inclusivity. So, we organize across our intersectional 
identities, ranks, and regions—recognizing that our strength is in our solidarity.



As a professor of teacher education at Sacramento State, I prepare 
students who will go on to teach in middle/high schools across California. 
For my students, teaching is a political act. It is a commitment to uplift 
their students and ensure they are centered in the curriculum they teach. 
I want them to enter a teaching field that respects their humanity and 
uplifts their labor. That’s what I fight for through CFA—and what I hope 
you will, too.

This is my second year as president of our union. Last year, we won a 
lot together, including suing management to help prevent the CSU from 
handing over personal information to federal agencies without alerting 
faculty and CFA leadership, successfully canvassing for the passage of 
Proposition 50, reclassifying 21 lecturers to tenure-track at CSU Long 
Beach, preventing program cuts at CSU Dominguez Hills, and restoring 
funding for the Sacramento State library.

Now, we are in full campaign mode for our next contract. We will fight 
and organize for our proposals, especially our core package on salary, 
workload, appointment, academic freedom, and AI. These chilling 
economic and political times demand that we build upon our previous 
wins, which include pay increases, expanded parental leave, enhanced 
rights for lecturers, and stronger workload protections. Together, we 
will take collective action and secure better working conditions and 
protections for all faculty. 

If you’re not yet a CFA member, I hope you don’t just join CFA—I hope 
you find a place in it. Whether by serving on a committee, attending a 
campus action, or having a conversation with your chapter leadership—
your voice matters. Your presence strengthens this union.

CFA is a place where we not only respond to challenges—we imagine 
and build for the future. We think about sustainability—not just in 
environmental terms, but in how we sustain ourselves, our profession, 
and our communities over the long term. We advocate for fair 
compensation, yes—but also for mental health, disability justice, racial 
healing, and the protection of public education as a common good.

So, again, thank you for being here. Thank you for choosing to be part of 
a union that does not separate labor from purpose, or justice from action. 
We win when we believe in each other. We win when we organize from a 
place of courage and care. And we win when we remember that this fight 
is about something greater than ourselves.

In community and solidarity, 

Margarita Berta-Ávila
President, California Faculty Association
Professor of Education, Sacramento State
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Contacts & Notes

Asian Pacific Islander Desi Americans Caucus 
Audit Committee
Black Caucus 
Bylaws & Policy Committee
Chicanx/Latinx Caucus
Coaches Committee
Contract Development/Bargaining Strategy Committee
Council for Racial & Social Justice
Council of Lecturers
Council of Presidents
Counselors Committee
Disability Caucus 
Elections Committee
Finance Committee
Health and Retirement Benefits Committee
LGBTQIA+ Caucus
Librarians Committee 
Membership & Organizing Committee
Native American and Indigenous Peoples Caucus
Palestine, Arab, and Muslim Caucus
Peace & Justice Committee
Political Action & Legislative Committee 
Representation Committee
Retired Faculty Committee
Teacher Education Caucus
Womxn’s Caucus

To get involved and be a 
member of any CFA Groups, 
visit: www.calfac.org/council-
for-racial-social-justice/or scan 
here:

NotesCFA Councils, Caucuses & Committees



CSU Labor Council
Unit 1: Union of American 
Physicians and Dentists (UAPD)
www.uapd.com

Units 2, 5, 7 & 9: 
California State University 
Employees Union (CSUEU)
www.csueu.org

 

Unit 3: California Faculty 
Association (CFA) 
www.calfac.org

Unit 4: Academic 
Professionals of California (APC)
www.apc1002.org

Unit 6: Teamsters Local 2010
www.teamsters2010.org

Unit 8: Statewide University 
Police Association (SUPA)
www.supapolice.org

Unit 10: International Union of 
Operating Engineers (IUOE)
www.iuoe.org

Unit 11: Academic Student  
Employees (UAW)  
www.uaw4123.org

Unit 13: CSUEU English 
Language Program Instructors,  
Cal State LA

Unit 14: CSUEU English
Language Program Instructors,  
CSU Monterey Bay

CSU Academic Senate www.calstate.edu/AcadSen
2026-2027 
Executive Committee

Adam Swenson 
Chair, Northridge 

Robert Keith Collins
Vice Chair, San Francisco State 

Laura Talamante
Secretary, Dominguez Hills ​

​James Pitts 
Member-at-Large, Fresno State 

​Meghan O’Donnell​
Member-at-Large, CSU Monterey Bay 

Elizabeth A. Boyd
Immediate Past Chair,  
Chico

Shonda L. Goward​
Associate Vice Chancellor, Student Success 
and Inclusive Excellence  (Interim)

Darlene Yee-Melichar
Faculty Trustee, San Francisco

General Info: (562) 951-4000
401 Golden Shore. Suite 243
Long Beach, CA 90802 

Meeting info at:
www.calstate.edu/csu-system/faculty-
staff/academic-senate



CSU Board of Trustees www.calstate.edu/BOT

Appointed Trustees
Larry L. Adamson  
Diego Arambula, Vice Chair    
Raji Kaur Brar 
Jack B. Clarke, Jr., Chair
Kelly M. Dermody
Andrea C. Evans 
Carson Fajardo
Wenda Fong  
Mark Ghilarducci 
Leslie Gilbert-Lurie
Kathleen Kelly Janus
Julia I. Lopez 
Jackson Martinez 
Jack McGrory 
Sam Nejabat 
Yammilette Rodriguez

Ex-Officio Trustees
Gavin Newsom, Governor of California
Eleni Kounalakis, Lieutenant Governor
Robert Rivas, Speaker of the Assembly
Tony Thurmond, State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction
Mildred Garcia, Chancellor
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CSU System Executives
 
Mildred Garcia, Chancellor
Dawn Theodora, Exec. Vice Chancellor, General Counsel
Patrick J. Lenz​, Exec. Vice Chancellor & CFO (Interim) 
Frank Hurtarte, Vice Chancellor HR
Vlad Marinescu Vice Chancellor & Chief Audit Officer
Greg Saks, Vice Chancellor, External Relations &  
Communications
Nathan S. Evans, Deputy Vice Chancellor, Academic 
and Student Affairs, Chief Academic Officer
Dilcie D. Perez, Deputy Vice Chancellor, Academic & 
Student Affairs, Chief Student Affairs Officer
Michelle Kiss, Associate Vice Chancellor &  
Chief of Staff, Board of Trustees
Danielle Garcia, Associate Vice Chancellor &  
Chief of Staff

Upcoming Meetings: 2027
January 26-27
March 16-17
May 4-5
July 13-14
September 21-22
November 16-17 

Unless otherwise noted, meetings are held at 
the Chancellor’s Office, Dumke Auditorium: 

401 Golden Shore, Long Beach CA, 90802
(562) 951-4000

Meeting agendas and more Trustee info 
can be found at: www.calstate.edu/BOT



CSU Campuses
CSU Bakersfield
9001 Stockdale Hwy.
Bakersfield, CA 93311-1022
(661) 664-2241  
President: Vernon B. Harper, Jr.

CSU Channel Islands
One University Dr.
Camarillo, CA 93012
(805) 437-8410
President: Susan A.  
Andrzejewski  (Interim)

Chico State
1st and Normal Streets, 
Chico, CA 95929-0722
(530) 898-4636
President: Stephen Perez

CSU Dominguez Hills
1000 E. Victoria St.
Carson, CA 90747
(310) 243-3301
President: Mary Ann Villarreal 
(Interim)

CSU East Bay
25800 Carlos Bee Rd.
Hayward, CA 94542
(510) 885-3000
President: Cathy A. Sandeen

Fresno State
5241 N. Maple Ave.
Fresno, CA 93740-8027
(559) 278-4240
President: Saúl Jiménez- 
Sandoval

CSU Fullerton
800 N. State College Blvd.
Fullerton, CA 92831
(657) 278-2011
President: Ronald S. Rochon

Cal Poly Humboldt  
1 Harpst St.
Arcata, CA 95521
(707) 826-4189
President: Richard Carvajal

CSU Long Beach
1250 Bellflower Blvd.
Long Beach, CA 90840
(562) 985-4111
President: Loren J. Blanchard 

CSU Los Angeles
5151 State University Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90032
(323) 343-3000
President: Berenecea Johnson 
Eanes

California Maritime 
Academy
200 Maritime Academy Dr.
Vallejo, CA 94590
(707) 654-1000
President: Michael J. Dumont 
(Interim)

CSU Monterey Bay
100 Campus Center
Seaside, CA 93955
(831) 582-3330
President: Carlos Vargas  
(Interim)

CSU Northridge
18111 Nordhoff St.
Northridge, CA 91330
(818) 677-1200
President: Erika D. Beck
 
Cal Poly Pomona
3801 W. Temple Ave.
Pomona, CA 91768
(909) 869-7659
President: Vanya Quiñones

Sacramento State
6000 J St.
Sacramento, CA 95819
(916) 278-6011
President: Luke Wood

CSU San Bernardino
5500 University Parkway
San Bernardino, CA 92407
(909) 537-5000
President: S. Terri Gómez



San Diego State University
5500 Campanile Dr.
San Diego, CA 92182
(619) 594-5000
President: Adela de la Torre

San Francisco State 
University
1600 Holloway Ave.
San Francisco, CA 94132
(415) 338-1111
President: Lynn Mahoney

San José State University
One Washington Square
San José, CA 95192
(408) 924-1000
President: Cynthia  
Teniente-Matson

Cal Poly San Luis Obispo
One Grand Avenue
San Luis Obispo, CA 93407
(805) 756-1111
President: Jeffrey D.  
Armstrong

CSU San Marcos
333 S. Twin Oaks Valley
San Marcos, CA 92096
(760) 750-4000
President: Ellen J. Neufeldt

Sonoma State University
1801 E. Cotati Ave.
Rohnert Park, CA 94928
(707) 664-2880
President: Michael E. Spagna

Stanislaus State
801 West Monte Vista Ave., 
Turlock, CA 95382
(209) 667-3122​
President: Britt Rios-Ellis

Office of the Chancellor
401 Golden Shore
Long Beach, CA 90802
(562) 951-4000
Chancellor: Mildred Garcia

CSU Campuses www.calstate.edu/csu-system/about-the-csu/leadership/presidents

American Federation of Labor and Congress  
of Industrial Organizations (AFL-CIO) 
www.aflcio.org

Service Employees International Union (SEIU)
(202) 898-3200 
www.seiu.org

American Assoc. of University Professors (AAUP)
(800) 431-3348
www.aaup.org 
California Conference: www.caaaup.org

CFA Affiliates
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Holidays & Religious Observances
2026

September 7: Labor Day
October 13: Indigenous Peoples’ Day
November 11: Veterans Day
November 26: Thanksgiving Day
December 25: Christmas Day

2027
January 1: New Year’s Day
January 18: Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
February 15: Presidents’ Day
March 31: Farmworkers Day
May 31: Memorial Day
June 19: Juneteenth
July 4: Independence Day
September 6: Labor Day
October 11: Indigenous Peoples’ Day
November 11: Veterans Day
November 25: Thanksgiving Day
December 25: Christmas Day

2026 Religious Observances

September 22-24: Rosh Hashana (Judaism)
September 22-October 2: Navratri (Hinduism)
October 1-2: Yom Kippur (Judaism)
October 2: Dussehra (Hinduism)
October 6-13: Sukkot (Judaism)
October 14-15: Simchat Torah (Judaism)
October 20: Diwali (Hinduism, Jainism, Sikhism)
December 14-22: Hanukkah (Judaism)
December 25: Christmas (Christianity)

2027 Religious Observances

February 6: Lunar New Year 
(Confucianism/Daoism/Buddhism)
February 8- March 8: Ramadan (Islam)
February 10: Ash Wednesday 
(Christianity)
March 6: Maha Shivaratri (Hinduism)
March 10: Eid al-Fitr (Islam)
March 22-March 23: Purim (Judaism)
March 22: Holi (Hinduism)
March 26: Good Friday (Christianity)
March 28: Easter (Christianity)
April 14: Vaisakhi (Sikhism)
April 15: Rama Navami (Hinduism)
April 21-29: Passover (Judaism) 
May 16-19: Eid al-Adha (Islam)
May 20: Vesak-Buddha Day (Buddhism) 






